The Moral Economy Project

Quaker Institute for the Future

[image: image3.jpg]



Symposium: Bringing the Human Economy in Line with Ecology

May 15-16, 2009 – Montreal, QC  Canada

Marché Bonsecours – Old Montreal

The Quaker Institute for the Future (QIF), through its Moral Economy Project (MEP), will host a symposium on the theme, Bringing the Human Economy in Line with Ecology, in Montreal, Quebec, in May 2009. Participants will include an international group of Quakers and non-Quakers, with special arrangements for remote participation from around the world.  The purpose of the symposium will be to set the stage for further development of ideas in the MEP book Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy, with a focus on follow-up dialogue, collaboration and action. The symposium will involve active participation of symposium participants, both before and during the event.

Symposium overview

The symposium will be organized around the theme: Bringing the Human Economy in Line with Ecology. The objective of the symposium is to stimulate dialogue on development and implementation of ideas regarding four topic areas:

Reality Check: assessment of the current global environmental situation and its causes

Frontiers of Governance:  local, national, regional and global mechanisms and institutions for bringing the human economy in line with ecology

Frontiers of Policy:  approaches for ceasing, mitigating and recovering from ecologically and socially destructive economic forces and advancing ecologically and socially favorable values and behaviors 

Frontiers of Social Action:  effective strategies for macro-level changes in governance and policy

Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy will be a general guide to launch discussion.  The program will build on the book’s core ideas by better defining improvements needed in governance and policy and proposed action to implement them. Specific topics for discussion and agenda will be developed in a collaborative manner, in consultation with symposium participants through on-line dialogues and other means.

Anticipated Outcomes

· Symposium proceedings, including a symposium report and a compendium of essays and articles building on the book 

· A list of areas for further research, discernment and publications by QIF, the MEP and other participants

· A plan of action for moving forward with a transformational effort and bringing concerns and proposals to political points of entry, both nationally and internationally

· A worldwide network of Quakers and non-Quakers committed to working in partnership to engage in ongoing dialogue and collaboration in implementation of this plan of action

Participate in the program!

· Join the Moral Economy Project Group on WiserEarth.org to find out more.

· Remote participation in the symposium will be possible via streaming video and interactive discussion through our website.

· Contact info@moraleconomy.org or visit http://www.moraleconomy.org for more information and to stay informed about the Moral Economy Project!

Registration

· To cover costs, we request a registration fee of US$200

· Register at info@moraleconomy.org and mail payment to the MEP (see below), payable to Quaker Institute for the Future, or pay by an on-line contribution to QIF at quakerinstitute.org. Scholarships available for students and others in need of assistance.  

Agenda

Friday, May 15, 2009

8:30 am

Registration and coffee

9:00 am

Welcome and Opening remarks






Geoff Garver




Mohawk community of 




Kahnawà:ke






Prof. Peter G. Brown

9:45 am

Reality Check






Prof. John Gowdy, RPI 

Laurie Michaelis, Living Witness (remote presentation)

10:45 am

Break

11:00 am

Frontiers of governance

Moderator:  Elizabeth Dowdeswell

Presenters: Lynn Jacobs, Leonard Joy, Dan Tarlock, Robert Howell, Harvey Mead

12:30 pm
Lunch

Presentation:  Scott Vaughan, Canada’s Commissioner of Environment and Sustainable Development

2:00 pm

Frontiers of policy

Moderator:  Geoff Garver

Presenters:  Ed Dreby, Amy Fraenkel, Steve Szeghi, Andrew Hoerner, Claudia De Windt

3:30 pm

Break

3:45 pm

Frontiers of social action

Moderator:  Owen Rose

Presenters:  Normand Beaudet, Jessica Walker Beaumont, Gary Gardner, Adam Koniuszewski

5:15 pm

First day summary

5:30 pm

Close of day one

7:00 pm

Dinner






Remarks by Thomas E. Lovejoy

Saturday, May 16, 2009

8:30 am

Coffee and light breakfast

9:00 am

Day two opening



Report from remote participants



Introduction to workshops

10:30 am

Breakout workshops






Workshop 1: Governance

Co-leaders:, Peter Brown, Robert Howell






Workshop 2:  Policy

Co-leaders:  Keith Helmuth, Anne Mitchell






Workshop 3:  Social action

Co-leaders: Tom Head, Gray Cox

12:00 pm
More reports from remote participants

12:30 pm
Lunch mixer

Informal exchange among workshops over lunch

Remarks by: TBA

2:00 pm

Workshops continue

3:30 pm

Collaborative plenary 






Workshop reports






Plenary discussion

5:00 pm

Closing session






Symposium summary






Closing remarks

5:30 pm

End of symposium

Contacting the MEP

info@moraleconomy.org
1945 Mullins, suite 160

Montreal QC  H3K 1N9

(514) 933-2780
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QIF/MEP is grateful for the support of the Centre de ressources sur la non-violence (CRNV) 

Invited panelists and workshop leaders:

Normand Beaudet, CRNV

Jessica Walker Beaumont, American Friends Service Committee

Gray Cox, Professor of Peace Studies, College of the Atlantic

Claudi De Windt, Organization of American States

Elizabeth Dowdeswell, former Executive Director, UNEP

Ed Dreby, founder of Friends Testimony on Economics

Amy Fraenkel, North American Regional Director, UNEP

Gary Gardner, Senior Researcher, Worldwatch Institute

Tom Head, Professor of Economics, George Fox University

Keith Helmuth, author, Right Relationship

Andrew Hoerner, Director of Sustainable Economics, Redefining Progress

Robert Howell, CEO, Council for Socially Responsible Investment

Lynn Jacobs, Kahnawake Environment Protection Office

Leonard Joy, Quaker Institute for the Future

Adam Koniuszewski, Green Cross International 

Harvey Mead, former QC Commissioner for Environment and Sustainable Development

Anne Mitchell, Quaker Institute for the Future and CIELAP

Owen Rose, Urban Ecology Centre, Montreal

Steve Szeghi, co-author, Right Relationship

Dan Tarlock, Professor of Law, Chicago-Kent College of Law
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